
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CHICAGO DISTRICT, U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

231 SOUTH LA SALLE STREET, SUITE 1500 
CHICAGO IL 60604 

 
 

December 12, 2017 
 
 
Planning Branch 
 
 
Dear Recipient: 
 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Chicago District is preparing a National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) document to evaluate the potential effects of repairing the 
Chicago Lock’s North Pier Wall located on Lake Michigan in downtown Chicago, Illinois. As 
part of the NEPA scoping process, the Chicago District would appreciate any comments or 
concerns you might have associated with this type of work. Comments could include potential 
effects to lacustrine habitats, threatened and endangered species, cultural resources and social 
resources. 
 
The Chicago Harbor was originally constructed by the USACE beginning in 1833 under the 
River and Harbor Acts of 1870, 1880, 1912, 1919, 1962, Public Law 98-63, Section 107 of 
Public Law 97-88, and Water Resources Development Act 1988. The Chicago Lock is located at 
108 North Streeter Drive in Chicago, Illinois or approximately 327.2 river miles above the 
confluence of the Illinois Waterway and the Mississippi River at Grafton, Illinois. The Chicago 
Harbor Lock and its controlling works were designed and constructed by the Metropolitan Water 
Reclamation District of Greater Chicago (MWRDGC) to control the diversion of water from 
Lake Michigan and to prevent the backflow of the Chicago River into Lake Michigan. Between 
1938 and 1984, the lock and its controlling works were operated and maintained by the 
MWRDGC. In 1984, the operational and maintenance responsibility for the lock was officially 
transferred to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
 
This project is intended to help stabilize the existing crib structure for the Chicago Lock’s North 
Pier. The current 450 foot sheet pile wall on the river side is supported by tie rods that are 
corroding and tied to a failing structure. This project may include, but is not currently limited to: 
drive sheet pile on the lake side, remove and replace stone as needed, install tie rods from the 
new sheet pile wall to existing wall on the river side, and add a 12 foot wide concrete traffic lane 
on the lake side of the pier wall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





 
Enclosure 1 
 
DISTRIBUTION LIST: 
 
Senator Dick Durbin 
United States Senate 
230 S. Dearborn Street 
Suite 3892 
Chicago, Illinois 60604  
 
Senator Dick Durbin 
United States Senate 
711 Hart Senate Office Building  
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Senator Tammy Duckworth 
United States Senate 
230 S. Dearborn Street  
Suite 3900 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 
 
Senator Tammy Duckworth 
United States Senate 
524 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Congressman Danny K. Davis  
House of Representatives 
2159 Rayburn House Office Building  
Washington, DC 60604 
 
Congressman Danny K. Davis  
2815 W. 5th Ave.  
Chicago, IL 60612 
 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel 
121 N LaSalle Street  
Chicago City Hall 4th Floor 
Chicago, IL 60602    
 
Environmental Review Branch (Mail code E-19J) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
77 W. Jackson Boulevard 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 
ATTN: Kenneth A. Westlake 
 
US Fish and Wildlife Service 
Chicago Illinois Field Office 
230 S. Dearborn, Suite 2938 
Chicago, Illinois 600604 
ATTN: Louise Clemency  



Illinois DNR 
One Natural Resource Way                
Springfield, IL 62702-1271 
ATTN: Director Wayne Rosenthal 
 
Illinois DNR                           
Office of Resource Review             
One Natural Resource Way                
Springfield, IL 62702-1271 
ATTN: Keith Shank      
 
IDNR, Office of Realty and Environmental Planning 
One Natural Resource Way 
Springfield, IL 62702 
 
Illinois DNR/OWR  
160 N. LaSalle St,  
Suite S-700  
Chicago, Illinois 60601 
 
Illinois EPA, Water Pollution Division               
1001 N. Grand                          
Springfield, IL 62794 
 
Illinois DNR – Realty/Planning 
One Natural Resource Way  
Springfield, IL 62702-1271 
ATTN: Pat Malone 
 
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency   
1 Old State Capitol Plaza    
Springfield, IL 62701    
ATTN: Rachel Leibowitz 
 
Federal Aviation Administration 
Chicago Airports District Office, CHI-ADO-600 
2300 East Devon Avenue 
Des Plaines, Illinois 60018 
ATTN: Mr. Bobb Beauchamp 
Environmental Program Manager 
  



 
USDA APHIS Wildlife Services 
3430 Constitution Drive, Suite 121 
Springfield, Illinois 62711 
ATTN: Scott Beckerman, State Director 
TWS-Certified Wildlife Biologist 
 
Tribal List: 
 
Kickapoo Tribe of Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 70 
McCloud, OK 74851 
 
Kickapoo of Kansas 
1107 Goldfinch Road 
Horton, KS 66439 
 
Kickapoo Tribe of Texas 
2212 Rosita Valley Road 
Eagle Pass, TX 78853 
 
Miami Nation in Indiana 
P.O. Box 41 
Peru, IN 46970 
 
Miami Tribe of Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 1326 
Miami, OK 74355 
Attn: Ms. Diane Hunter 
 
Citizen Potawatomi Nation 
1901 S. Gordon Cooper Drive 
Shawnee, OK 74801 
 
Forest County Potawatomi Exec. Council 
P. O. Box 340 
Crandon, WI 54520 
 
Nottawaseppi Huron Potawatomi Tribal Office 
2221 One-and-a-half Mile Road 
Fulton, MI 49052 
 
Hannahville Potawatomi Comm., Council 
N 14911 Hannahville Road 
Wilson, MI 49896-9728 
 
Prairie Band Potawatomi Tribal Council 
16281 Q Road 
Mayetta, KS  66509 
 
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians   
P.O. Box 180    
Dowagiac, MI 49047 



From: Casey, James
To: Veraldi, Frank M CIV (US)
Cc: Rawe, Adam
Subject: [EXTERNAL] U.S. Army Corps of Engineers proposed repair of the Chicago Lock"s north pier wall
Date: Friday, January 5, 2018 8:12:59 AM
Attachments: image003.png

 
Dear Mr. Veraldi,
 
Thank you for the letter dated December 12, 2017 concerning the above referenced project.  As the
proposed project is a federal activity located within the boundaries of the Illinois Department of
Natural Resources, Coastal Management Program a federal consistency determination will be
required.  Instructions for submitting a federal consistency determination can be found at
Blockedhttps://www.dnr.illinois.gov/cmp/Documents/ICMPFederalConsistencyReviewProcedures.pdf.
 
If you have any questions, feel free to contact me.
 
Sincerely,
 
James P. Casey
Illinois Department of Natural Resourcex
Coastal Management Program
160 N. LaSalle Street, Suite S-703
Chicago, IL 60601
312 793-5947
James.casey@illinois.gov
 
 
 

State of Illinois - CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is
confidential, may be attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or
internal deliberative staff communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized
use, disclosure or copying of this communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be
unlawful. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return
e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, including all attachments. Receipt by an
unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work product privilege, or any other
exemption from disclosure. 

mailto:James.Casey@Illinois.gov
mailto:Frank.M.Veraldi@usace.army.mil
mailto:Adam.Rawe@illinois.gov
blockedhttps://www.dnr.illinois.gov/cmp/Documents/ICMPFederalConsistencyReviewProcedures.pdf
mailto:James.casey@illinois.gov



 
 

 

January 3, 2018 

 

  

Mr. Frank Veraldi 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Chicago District 

231 South LaSalle Street, Suite 1500 

Chicago, IL 60604 

 

 

RE: Stabilization of Existing Crib Structure for the Chicago Lock’s North Pier, NEPA Scoping  

Comments.  County: Cook 

  

 

Dear Mr. Veraldi: 

 

The Illinois Department of Natural Resources has received your request for comments in preparation of a 

NEPA document regarding stabilization of the existing crib structure for the Chicago Lock’s North Pier.  

The current 450-foot sheet pile wall on the river side is supported by tie rods that are corroding and tied to 

a failing structure. The project may include, but is not currently limited to: driving sheet pile on the lake 

side, removal and replacement of stone as needed, installation of tie rods from the new sheet pile wall to 

the existing wall on the river side, and addition of a 12-foot wide concrete traffic lane on the lake side of 

the pier wall. 

 

State-listed species are known to occur near the project.  Species include the Mudpuppy (Necturus 

maculosus), Longnose Sucker (Catostomus catostomus), and the Banded Killifish (Fundulus diaphanus).  

The scope of described work could adversely affect these species.  Mudpuppies could be taken as a result 

of rock removal, rock installation, or other construction related activities occurring in the water. However, 

seasonal timing of construction activities would reduce the likelihood of adverse impacts to the 

mudpuppy as this species if believed to move to deeper water during the summer months.  Concussive 

impacts from pile driving could adversely affect fish species. 

If project plans change significantly, the USACE is advised to consult with the IDNR. 
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This response to the USACE request for comments does not include the IDNR Office of Water 

Resources.     

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments regarding the proposed repair work on the Chicago 

Lock’s North Pier Wall. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Adam Rawe 

Resource Planner  

Impact Assessment Section  

Department of Natural Resources  

(217)785-4991 

adam.rawe@illinois.gov 

 

cc James Casey, IDNR Office of Water Resources 

 Vic Santucci, IDNR Fisheries 

   

mailto:adam.rawe@illinois.gov


	  
	  
	  

Miami Tribe of Oklahoma 
	   3410 P St. NW, Miami, OK 74354 ● P.O. Box 1326, Miami, OK 74355 

Ph: (918) 541-1300 ● Fax: (918) 542-7260 
www.miamination.com 

January 8, 2018 
 
 
Mr. Frank Veraldi  
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  
231 South LaSalle Street, Suite 1500  
Chicago, IL 60604 
 
Re: Chicago Lock's North Pier Wall on Lake Michigan – Comments of the Miami Tribe of 
Oklahoma 
 
Dear Mr. Veraldi: 
  
Aya, kikwehsitoole – I show you respect.  My name is Diane Hunter, and I am the Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officer for the Federally Recognized Miami Tribe of Oklahoma.  In this 
capacity, I am the Miami Tribe’s point of contact for all Section 106 issues. 
  
The Miami Tribe offers no objection to the proposed project at this time, as we are not currently 
aware of existing documentation directly linking a specific Miami cultural or historic site to the 
project site.  However, as this site is within the aboriginal homelands of the Miami Tribe and due 
to the site’s location near historically important sites, we request a copy of the SHPO’s report 
and any archaeological surveys performed as the project moves forward. Please email all 
documentation to dhunter@miamination.com. If any human remains or Native American cultural 
items falling under the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) or 
archaeological evidence is discovered during any phase of this project, the Miami Tribe requests 
immediate consultation with the entity of jurisdiction for the location of discovery. In such a 
case, please contact me at 918-541-8966 or by email at dhunter@miamination.com. 
 
The Tribal List for this project includes the Miami Nation of Indians of the State of Indiana 
(MNI), a 501(c)(3) organization, along with federally recognized tribes.  This inclusion of MNI 
is inappropriate.  MNI as a non-profit organization should not be included in that list and most 
importantly should not be given the rights of consultation afforded federally recognized tribes, as 
consultation with tribes differs from consultation with other parties.  The Bureau of Indian 
Affairs publishes an annual list of federally recognized tribes in the Federal Register.  The most  
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recent list is available at https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/01/17/2017-
00912/indian-entities-recognized-and-eligible-to-receive-services-from-the-united-states-bureau-
of-indian.  
 
The Miami Tribe of Oklahoma recognizes that the Army Corps of Engineers has many 
consulting parties who receive notice of projects.  If MNI, as a 501(c)(3) organization, is an 
interested party and is to receive project notifications, it should be considered in the Distribution 
List with other agencies, groups, and individuals, rather than in the Tribal List.  We ask that this 
process be followed for all future notification of Army Corps projects. 
  
The Miami Tribe accepts the invitation to serve as a consulting party to the proposed project. In 
my capacity as Tribal Historic Preservation Officer I am the point of contact for consultation. 
  
Respectfully, 
 

 
 
Diane Hunter 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
Miami Tribe of Oklahoma 

















From: Cirton, Shawn
To: Veraldi, Frank M CIV (US)
Cc: Clemency, Louise
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Chicago Lock North Pier Repairs - NEPA Scoping Period
Date: Wednesday, December 13, 2017 10:40:03 AM

Frank,

We received your letter indicating that the Chicago District is preparing a National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) document to evaluate the potential effects of repairing the Chicago Lock’s North Pier Wall located on Lake
Michigan in downtown Chicago, Illinois. We are not aware of any particular issues that should be addressed during
the scoping process regarding this project. We will plan to respond to your request to review the NEPA documents
when they are complete.

Sincerely,

Shawn Cirton
Fish and Wildlife Biologist
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Chicago Illinois Field Office
230 South Dearborn Street, Suite 2938
Chicago, IL 60604
(312)216-4728

mailto:shawn_cirton@fws.gov
mailto:Frank.M.Veraldi@usace.army.mil
mailto:Louise_Clemency@fws.gov


From: Michael LaRonge
To: Veraldi, Frank M CIV (US)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: NEPA scoping for the stabilization of Chicago Harbors North Pier, Cook County, Illinois.
Date: Wednesday, January 17, 2018 12:28:42 PM

Re:         NEPA scoping for the stabilization of Chicago Harbors North Pier, Cook County, Illinois.

               

 

Dear Mr. Veraldi,

Pursuant to consultation under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (1966 as amended) the Forest
County Potawatomi as a Federally Recognized Native American Tribe reserves the right to comment on Federal
undertakings, as defined under the act.  Thank you for your participation in the process.

This project falls within the current geographic area of interest of the Forest County Potawatomi Community.  Due
to the negligible potential for the pier stabilization to impact undisturbed Potawatomi cultural resources the Tribe
has no further wish to consult on this project.

Your interest in protecting cultural and historic properties is appreciated.  If you have any questions or concerns,
please contact me at phone number or email listed below.

Respectfully,

Michael LaRonge

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer

Natural Resources Department

Forest County Potawatomi Community

5320 Wensaut Lane

P.O. Box 340

Crandon, Wisconsin 54520

Phone: 715-478-7354

Fax: 715-478-7225

Email: Michael.LaRonge@FCPotawatomi-nsn.gov

mailto:Michael.LaRonge@fcpotawatomi-nsn.gov
mailto:Frank.M.Veraldi@usace.army.mil
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